[Desmosomes in invasive laryngeal carcinoma (author's transl)].
The occurrence, morphology, and ultrastructural changes in intercellular desmosomes in squamous cell carcinoma of the larynx was examined by electron miscroscopy. The number of desmosomes in laryngeal carcinomas was decreased as compared to normal epithelia. Structural alterations in the desmosomal components were also observed. Desmosomal structures were also found within the cytoplasm of the malignant keratinocytes. These exhibited the typical features of an intercellular desmosome. These intracytoplasmic desmosomal structures may originate from the cell surface by a process of internalization of desmosome-studded invaginations of the surface membrane. The results indicate that a deficiency of desmosomes may contribute to a loss of the intercellular adhesion, a property which is known to occur in malignant epithelial tumors.